
 

BUGGY POLICY 

 

The purpose of this document is to establish a standard for the safe operation of all buggies/individual ride-on 
buggies operated on the course at Nairn Dunbar Golf Club. The document also sets out the criteria to be applied and 
conditions to be met for their use. The club has several buggies available for hire and they can be booked in advance 
by contacting the Pro Shop. Any booking may be subject to additional restrictions owing to the condition of the 
course. No guarantee can be given that a buggy will be available unless it has been pre-booked. 

Qualification 

In normal conditions, there is no restriction – other than minimum age criteria – on the use of buggies/individual 
ride-on buggies except in certain areas of the course such greens, tees, bunkers, etc. In some circumstances 
however, it may be necessary to restrict their use. Privately-owned buggies/individual ride-on buggies must be 
maintained in a mechanically sound and safe condition. Rules regulating the use of private buggies/individual ride-on 
buggies will be the same as the rules for club hire buggies. The club reserves the right to refuse permission for any 
member the use of a buggy/individual ride-on buggy if any of the conditions are not complied with. 

Buggy restrictions 

The course manager may determine that the state of the course or the weather is such that the safety of players or 
the possible damage to the playing surfaces may be unacceptably compromised if the use of buggies/individual ride-
on buggies is allowed. Any restriction may apply to the whole course or certain holes/areas of the course. Where 
such conditions occur, the situation will be reviewed by the club on a daily basis. 

Use in general play and competitions 

The club has a duty of care for all users of the golf course. The topography of certain areas of the course is such that 
caution, and prudence must be shown by the user of a buggy/individual ride-on buggy. It is also necessary for the 
club to provide adequate safe means of access for all golfers including those using buggies/individual ride-on 
buggies. Moreover, the club has the responsibility to ensure the safety of players on foot who might be at risk from a 
mechanically defective buggy/individual ride-on buggy or its careless use. 

To ensure the safe use of buggies/individual ride-on buggies, all members, guests, and authorised visitors much 
comply with the following conditions: 

1. All club buggies/individual buggies and ride-on buggies used on Nairn Dunbar Golf Club property are for the 
use of individual members, guests, staff, and authorised visitors. 

2. All buggies/individual ride-on buggies must be operated with the utmost courtesy, care and consideration 
for the safety and convenience of players on foot who must be afforded the right-of-way at all times. 

3. Users must comply with any sign or instruction deployed on the course to warn of potential hazards or areas 
which exclude the use of buggies/individual ride-on buggies because of concerns for safety, or the likelihood 
of damage to the course. 



4. All buggies/individual ride-on buggies must be operated and parked in such a way so that they do not 
impede or obstruct normal pedestrian or vehicular flow on paths or internal roads, car park areas, roadways 
and/or ramps. 

5. All buggy/individual ride-on buggy operators will be responsible for the security of the buggy for the period 
that the vehicle is on the property owned by the club. 

6. Nairn Dunbar Golf Club has no responsibility for ensuring the safe operation of buggies/individual ride-on 
buggies beyond the confines of the course. 

7. No buggy will be operated in excess of what is deemed to be a safe manner. When the ground is wet or 
muddy or when negotiating narrow bridges or routes, the maximum speed is walking pace with sharp turns 
avoided. Operators must, however, ensure that they avoid any wet or damaged turf and negotiate all areas 
of the course in a manner appropriate to the ground conditions. 

8. All buggies/individual ride-on buggies must be operated in compliance with the common “rules of the road”, 
regardless of whether these vehicles are operated on the course, pathways, car parks or roadways. 

9. If, in the opinion of the club manager, course manager, director of golf or any other authorised club official, 
a person is found to be unfit to operate a buggy or is observed as abusing the rules set out in the “Buggy 
Policy Document”, they have the authority to immediately prohibit any such person from using a 
buggy/individual ride-on buggy. A written report will be submitted to the club manager in the first instance. 
Application for reinstatement of permission can only be made in writing to the club manager. 

Golf buggy safe working practice/conditions of use 

All buggy operators must not be under the influence of alcohol or drugs. The driving of the buggy must be carried 
out or be supervised by a person over 18 years of age. Children will not be permitted to hire a buggy for their own 
use. All buggies/individual ride-on buggies shall only be used for the number of occupants it was designed to carry 
and only by the individuals who are authorised to use one. 

During use 

Do not move off until all occupants are seated. Always remain seated with hands, feet and head within the vehicle 
while it is in motion. Buggies/individual ride-on buggies must not be driven in prohibited or roped-off areas. The 
vehicle must be used to progress the game and must not be driven up and down excessively such as when looking 
for a golf ball. The vehicle must not be used within five metres of any green, bunker, ditch edge, or slope leading to 
them except on designated paths, bridges and routes. Check behind the vehicle before reversing. Always set the 
parking brake before leaving the vehicle. Always consider the terrain, existing vehicular and pedestrian traffic 
conditions as well as environmental factors that may affect your ability to operate the vehicle in a safe manner. Drive 
the vehicle only as fast as the terrain and safety considerations allow. To avoid tipping the vehicle, only drive straight 
up and down severe slopes. Slow down before corners. All turns must be executed at reduced speeds. Avoid sudden 
stops or changes of direction that may result in loss of control or damage to the course. Exercise extra care when the 
course is wet, muddy or icy. 

After use 

When the vehicle is left unattended, ensure that the parking brake is engaged, the operating key has been turned to 
the “off” position and the key removed from the vehicle. If the vehicle is hired, the buggy must be returned to the 
area indicated by the Pro Shop staff and the key returned as per their instructions. Failure to comply with the buggy 
returns policy may result in a ban for the hirer from future buggy hire. 

Privately owned buggies/individual ride-on buggies 

Users of privately owned buggies/individual ride-on buggies do so entirely at their own risk. Privately owned 
buggies/individual ride-on buggies are for the sole use of the owner and, if appropriate, one passenger only. Under 
no circumstances are they to be lent or hired out to third parties. Players using a privately owned buggy/individual 
ride-on buggy must provide their own insurance to cover fire, theft or damage as well as third-party liability. 


